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MONDAY, MARCH 27, 1854.

SENATE.
DKrlCIKMCr BILL.

The Senate proceeded, an in committee of the wnole,
,k,. 'cunsideraiiou of the bill from Ihe House toB

u.iu deficiencies '» 'I'* .p^toprtdliona for the service ofSffiS WW ".dins the30th June, 1854. which hud
yell repotted ,r(>m lhe Committee °"WIlh

"mT'hONTEB. I suppose it in scarcely necessary to
*. ,jle i.|| 1 hope the amendments which are reported

«dl be read, a"d tb" UP°" tl,em-
The firttl amendment wai lo strike out the word "two"'

WIl -foul" in lieu thereof, so that the clause would*'j ..for extta clerk hire and cop) ing, four thousand
dollars." 111 lbe appropriation* lor the Department of

"The question being taken, the amendment was agreed
WThe next amendment was to add lo the appropriations
U the Department ol Slate the lo«ow,n«^" For con¬

tinent expenses of foreign intercourse, #l.i,000.
The question being taken, the amendment was agreed

1#The next amendment was lo add to the appropriations
lor the Department of State the following :

To pay expenses incurred by Edward Cunningham,
uilaa consul at Shanghai, for a police loroe lor the Pr«"'j
niiun of !i.e ne.ee by' American citizen,, H»« hundred and
itiveuty two dollars and eighty c*ij(b

Tbe question being laken. the amendment was agreed
The PRESIDENT. The Chair will suggest ihe pro-

DljetV ol reading all ihe amendment*, and if there be ob-Eon lo any one ol them, it can be set aside and the

,0MrtoHUNU|ERlhVhabt"eems°""ba a good course, anu
1
The PRESIDENT1 Thai course will be pursued if

ihne be no objection.
The next amendments were to add ihe following items

to Ibe appropriations for ihe Department of the Inlenor:
For rent of surveyor general's office in California, pur-

Aaaeof iiiitrumrnt., recoidii, drawing materials turni-
10rr luel, und pay ol messengers, lour thousand dollar*
For compensation of a draftsman and clerks lor the

office Ol Ibe surveyor general ol" California, ten thousand

'°For completing *"d keeping in order ihe grounds south
ofthe President's House, nine thousand seven hundred and

^For jion Nagging in front of the old portion ol the Patent
Office building, and altering window., and private stair¬
way live thousand seven hundred and thirty do.lars.
For at'eruiK streets and repavirig in front ol the east

wins ol the Patent Office building, iron railing and ting¬
ling, and painting new saloon, fourteen thousand two hun-
dnd'and lil'y dollars.
for lurntslitng the rooms ol the new wiun of the Patent

Office building with luniiture, and providing the saloon
therein wih caaes lor models, loriy-five thousand dollars.
For lullillmK treaties widi the Sioux ol the Mississippi i

For the third ol titty instalments of luterest at the rate ol
five ner cent, par annum on onein.llion three hundred and
iix'T thousand dollars, stipulated In the fourth article of the
truly Ol twenty-third July, eighteen hundred and hlty-oiie,
nity-eiabt ihou.and dollars
For the mud ol'tifiy instalments ol ion-rest at the rate ol

five ner cent per annum on one hundred and twelve thou-
Jind dollars, being the amount in lieu ol ihe reservation .et
. Dirt III the third article ol the treaty ol iweiity-lbird July,
eighteen bundled and fifty-one, per Sennit « amendment
thereof live thousand six hundred d liars
For lie third of til ly instalments ol interest at the rate ol

tire per cent par ariauui, oil one million one bundled and
.my thousand dollars, .ovulated in the lourth article of the
treaty ol ttfili Augus', eighteen hundred and llliy-oue, lllty-
eiklit thousand dollars.

fFor the third ol Illty initalmenH ol tniere.t at the re e of
tin per cent per annum, cm sixty-nine thousand dollars
beu.g the amount iu lie of the re.eivatioj. set spai in the
third article ol the ireaiy ol liltl. Augu.l, eight.en hundred
tad any one, per Sauate'. amendment tbereol, ihrca ihou-
uiul lour hundred and fllty dollars iu.itFor the actual aud necessary expenses incurred by trie
orovmonal aoverniiient ol Oiegon, in delending the people
otss 1 Territory liom the sttacks and hostilities ol Ihe Cay-
ute Indians, in the yearseighteen hundred and lorty-seven
audeuthleeu liuudiedaitd lorty-elgtil; and Jor such allow-
anoe.ior ihe expense of adjustm* tbe claim, on that aocoont
as the Secretary ol the Treasury may deem proper, .eveniy-
tive ihou-.aud dollars: But the .aid claims and.accounts
shall be settled and adjusted at such place and In sucti
manitet » the Secretary ol the Trea.ury may prescribe ;
and no claima shall berealtei be allowed on account ol tins
war which aie not presented within the next liscat year.
Tbe next amendment was lo add to the appropriations

for ibe War Department ihe following items :

For anearsiie.of pay for services of volunteers in the
ken tuck y r- tfimeut called into service in eigblean hundred
and thirty-aix, one thou-and dollars
forarrearagas of pay lor services rendered by volunteers

or militia in tlie Black Hawk war. one thou and dollars.
For clothing lot the army, camp, and garrison equipage,

anil boise equipments, >o supply the plana ol lo»s«s sus¬
tained by the wreck ol the steamer San Francisco, tweu-
ty-six ibouaand five hundred ami ninety do!.an

Ihe next amendment was lo inaeit after the appropria¬
tion lor the increased compensation ol ihe Attorney tier,
tril, the following :

For the purcha e of Spain*, and Mexican law books 'or
lhsltbraryolCoi.gr. .., one Ihou.and .even hundred dol-
l&fl
Th« next MModmiAt waa, in Ihe appropriation for

miscellaneous items in the expenses of the House of K>p-
re»niatire», to strike out the word "ten," and lo insert
in lieu thereof the word "twenty," making the allow-
tore iwenly thousand dollars

1 be next amendment was to add the following itema
to tb« appeoprialiona under ihe head "miscellaneous :

For rent of patwr warwoorn li"ni the Utat ol Ja uaiy
10 the an h of June, l«M, at two hundie I and Illty unlets
I.er annum, one hundred and twenty Hv.- dollars
For csrtss" of priming pa|*r from wureroorn and olBce

ol SuperinU Udeiil "I Public Printing to P"" (;l
and labor. Iron, tl.« «»' ol J .unary t the *)'h ol June, 1H.M,
ai Av. hundred ami H ty dollar. (»er aun.i n, two huodred
arid wventy-five duilar*.
The next ameiidinent was lo a<ld after the appropria¬

tion of filly ihon.and dollar# for arrearage* incurred pr .»r
lo Jaly 1, 1853. for running and markup ihe boundary
line between the United Sute» and Mexico, under ihe
treaty of Caudalupe H.dalgo, the following:
And the limitation, imposed by the proviso.,, ror.tain-

ed In 'he art of ftl'eenth Mar, eighteen bundled and nt y,
entit.ed " Ao ast to "apply deli, tencias i ihe »pi>n.pi.a-
uon» for the .ervice ol tn« fiscal year ending ihe thirtieth
ol Jone, one thmirand etshl btinSred an HHy," ami the >ict
ol third Mrtrab, aisbn en bundr. d and h'ly-iliree, entitled
' An pci making appropriations lor tbe civil and diplomats
expense. Ol governmsmt lor the ve*r vikIihk tbe thirneitli of
June, eighteen handled Sad It.Iy-four, be, aud the aMO«.
are hereby, repealed

For eiiKruvius n.apr, views, sections, and natural his
tory, ol the Mirvey ol the boundary between the Unit"<t
hiaMs sisal Meiico, ten ihou«an.l i ollsr«, to be «X(>wid«l
under llja- direction ol me Srcretary ol the Interior.
The next amendment wai lo add, alter the appropiM-

lion of $37,'00 lor the .alariea and mriden'al expense, of
the commission appointed under ihe act of Mau li 3,1851,
for settling land claim* in Calilornia, Ihe following:

For cotepensittun of the judge of flrsl instance in oivtl
case, for Ihe district ol Ssn Francisco, (California, | er sp-
I Mi.tineni dxed twenty -ttrrt nl S iptember, slght-en bun
dr«d and lorty niue, by the »!» <»ene:»l U Riley, While
governor ol tbalcouhiiy, In^in Hrst October, eigtite« n hun¬
dred and Inrty-nlite1, to the 11 r-1 Afirtl, eitihteen bntldred
and hlty, Mveri hundred and fifty dollar.
The next amendment was lo appropriate #*50,000 for

ibe pu;.'Saae of a new site for the cuslom-house in SanFrancia'o
Mt HAMUN asked Ibat lha! amenilinenl might be

excepled , and il was accordingly passed over.The next amendment was to strike out Ihe follow-
ingi
For oompenasnou for ihe discharge ol the Drilled*tatea consular duti.a at Constantinople, in conformitywith ihs art at t'ontfies* tpproved August II, IJSIK, #3.MM 60, Ol so much thereof ss insy be neceasary, to be paidunder the direction ol the rt*creiary o( (<iate to »uch per¬son or per»o«« a. inay be en itled to Ihe same, nr any por¬tion thereof ,

The next amendment was to insert Ihe following newsections at tbe end «f the bill :
Sac . Ami br u lurtktr tnacitd. That all books, ps-pers, documents, snd reeords, in the Department ol theInterior, may he e.opled and rer ilted under 'be seal ol Ibatdepsrtment (wb ch is hereby recO|(nise<l s« ItKal) in tbesame manner a. those in 'he o'hvr executive depaitnonilmay now by law he, st d with ih« snme fo-oa and elfertPec. . Anli hr 11 fnrihtr fnwlnt. That her««t>er IIC'lininia* <.n. (i| all nllirers, ondrr the direr'ioti and eonlrvaot Hie Ser-rei.ry <d Ihe liitenor, shall ba made out atid re-Corded in h>- department ol the Interior, and th" aesl piills a.nl department alltned therein, s'.y Iswi to lbs roe.trsry notwitttatandlng t hrnnrfed, Tltsl the s*id a#al ahallnoi ba stHied to any such cointrn* ton hsl<>ra tha aame

.ball have been signed by the P.esident of the United

, And lit it Imllui ttuicUdi, that before aty pay¬
ment .hall her.-after be .nude to ai'V invalid
wbote nains .ball have been upon the

.year., h« shall roduce lo the aK' I'**!",* 'T' twowho'll 1.0 idiall api>ly for payment, the attidavlt' of t
w^ona orpbysiK. approved by .ho Secret.ry- o .

lutertoi, .latn.K, from personal examination. the co itm
uunc, ol the dl.ab.llty, describing it. lor *

,
wui originally araiped, and Ihe date o( «uch dlsaliiu yu"lmeof inatng .uch affidavit ; and -.y.wu
alter (ha Aaie ol iucb aitidavif, he >hatl, bctofC iet.cniri g
any further payment, produce to said

n i.ettdav.t i and Tf in said aftilavii .be di.ab.U y *." *£staled al » rale below t' al lor which the pausioti was o k

Thai wben iUu pension >£.1 have
by aspecial net ol Congress or

nil,»» he removed,el'her I Ku paTThe "affidavit .ball no, be^at^sfflgssssMie'imeofhis cinploy.ne.,1 in ,a:d civil
Mr. ADAMS. I a»k thai a separate vote may be taken

"^e'l'K^SIDENT- That will he excepted, and also
the proposition for the appropriation of two hun Ire1 and
tittv thouaand dollars for the purchase of a new «ute lor
the custom-house in San Francisco The questional I
be taken on agreeing to all ihe other amendments which

'"*MrbwVlKER 1 wish the senator from Viiginia,
Who is at the hea»I ol the Committee on Finance, would
explain thie amendment contained on the eighteenth page
ol the bill, repealing certain limitations in lormer laws
Mr HUNTER. Those were 11111118110111 which were

imposed by former appropriation bills upon the appoint¬
ments ol certain officers connected with the con,mission
for running the boundary hetweeu this country and
Mexico Under those limitations the appointment* wouldexutre in April next; ami this is designed to .continuethem, as it is necessary to extend that coiwniaaian 111 or¬
der that the work may be finished. Ihatiaaii.
Mr DODGE, of Iowa. I wish to inquire of the hon¬

orable senator Irom Virginia whether there '»
among the amendments which it is now p opMed tO
adopt, one which 1 understand has been rn'ortedby the
Committee on Finance, that would have .he effec of de
priving any individual who may now be a P^nsirner o!av*n »i case of his holding an office under the
government ol the United States.

beenMr. HUNTER One of the amendments that have oeen
reported has that provision in it.
Mr DODGE 1 wish to except that amendment
Mr. ADAMS. That has been excepted, at my re-

<iUMr DODGE. Ah! I was not aware of that
1 he question being then taken on all the other amend¬

ments, ihey were agreed to
follow-The question then recurred on agreeing to the tolio

inu amendment:
.. For the purchase of a new »Uelorlhe ^Xn.7. aidS.nVrancUco two hundred and titty thousand dollars, and

?. er. bv dire' .«d to take all legal proceeding, which may
he nrcewary or advi.ablo 10 maintain and secure the posrV.Tonand'tiile ol ibe Untied State. io the lo. heretofore
selecled lor ihe site ol a custom home.
Mr HUNTER. Mr. President, according to former

law* the cualoin-hoiise at San Francisco was directed to
he bu!It on a certain lot reserved by the United Mates
and claimed by it, uuon the waier front; and t0JJ>el®Tl* X
o uey.hou^iid "dollars were expended bytheUn«.(d
States in preparing thin lo. for the erection of the edj.eewhich they proposed to erect. During the p oce
ore laritii! this Sotfor lhat building, it was ascertained

!::. x S^?S» £i»:
r¦Kt.0
Slate telused to isiii.quish its Ulle to that lot , am a
iknuih we are of the opinion that we are entitled to it,

would Ud.nge.ott. to go on with so ex ,*n..v.i a! . lr,m land with retard to which our title is uncer-Sd"T ihe"elore p'oposed. ... order to gain time -'d
to urnaecute our title to thi. lot by all leg.1 means w.ffim0-r.Xer, to <ive the Secretary of the I rea.ury .ulhor-
nv lo d»?ert tbtP® awnopriationa to aome other lot, a
li nk to » able him to purchase some other site upon
wb ch he may erect a Lilding, or purchaj. «,me site
ma .. which there «r« b.ildings now erected. It was
ilmuubt he tie i to do this than to »iop the appropriationsentirety tc.'.se the .mounts which we are now p.y.ng
for tovernment offices in San Fr.nci.co are very large,
being between one hundred an-l thirty and one humir^and forty .honsand dollars per annum In order to «e^r,d ol this annual .nun, it was thought better lo proceed
With Mi* lof our custom-house, and th. .ccomm^d.Uon ol ihese o.her public offices, and ino.de.lba.we
III >ht do so, and obtain means to prosecute our title I
mtetv lo llie lot lhat we claim, we pmi>ow lo vest in the
Secretary ol ihe Tieasury the powei to buy another site
and build upon d, or else to buy .nolber site up«.
which buildings ate already elected I bis stamls, u err,,' in . different position from all the other custom-Ii^um" appropn.tions ; and we do this in order that we
ma\ not lose lime, and may not lose ihe materials which
have already been purchased, and lor which contrab*.e Keen made, when a was supposed th.l there would
be no difficulty II, the wayCUll V in tue w rtj Ul

w '

this lot. I he case ,e. .,ed to he commith e to stanilI upon
differ en
Treasui
the inteie^i-"i .»»

|. l.should be mads, and lb l such power shrm^h ne

XS;, '' 'v s.rv, .rj.
in thai aepartm«»> .

tK,f--n,. renorl.dcurred with turn in that opinion, and there.ore repor

lh§fr. HAMLIN I have no objection to the apt ropris-
Won, snd it inaf be advi.sbl. that it should '

.his bill; still, I do not ihiuK lhat the f"**1"* «
the chairman of th# Commiiiea on r»nn »ce m" a *'

such a- necessarily to include this a proprution anu ex
elude otln ra of « I ke character. There may be a con
K,v. iav there between the State o. Ca ilofn * ano *<.

rfPM ral government in relation to the lee of the site, upo
which .tie\ i iopose io erect . custom-house i and it is tru
lh* i they are paying large sums for Ihe use ol bin .lings fo
warehouse and custo i house purposes It seems to m^
(ha. il would be more appropriate to plaee this appropns
Uon ia another dehc.encv bill, which lhe, { '
Wava and Means of theHuuse (1| Repirsentatives ha»»«
really rsported; and it would then ere ..e no sney.nes. n
will be the ciise il we allow one appropriation lot an. h
n.rp..se a. this to have precedence of others for puLTs of a like character Now. air. we have before th
Cornmillee on Commerce s memortsl asking I'.r an

DfOIrfiStldli lor Ihe rebsiWn* Ol Ibe custom hon.aVoriland, which has been destioved by nre a cas_ c
t .il,!v milth sttor *er than 'bat of California I he bu.l
i,Mi whi.h W«s dsa'roye.1 allorde.l secOWimodaWons for .
United Mates cour ». il also artorded acco.nmodatio
for ihe io.i office; a,d the United Slats, are now ,,
ing large sn». of money for those srcommodsi.ons, whi
are n! an interior character, and are not such as are .<

euuaie to the liil'ineas ol the place, or such as the r

M,,s have s light to expect ?hall be afforded I his »
t.roDTialk»n i» to be includeil in tin* hill, I that apt
urialions lor o.h.r pls.-es, s.uiilaily situated may al««
included I aek that theie may be similarity m the
I,on of the government upon the various esaes; an
the purp se ol lesling the sen.e of Ihe Sensle wilh
gard to th.s matier, 1 move to amend the amendment
adding iheieto the follow ing

Kor rebuilding the eu-»0ia-ssu«» at Ponland, Maine, I
hundred ihoutand dollars-the .»me buddl"* t" con'
eecomrtiodaitons for -h* pot. office and rooms (or me u
led dllMOOIirU.
Mr HUNTER I will say to the senator from Ma«

thai I would sooner abandon Ihe amendment in tela!
to the San Francisco custom-house than agree lo ha*
amended by adding other custom-houses, not Ihs
mean lo pass upon the piopnety ol the appropriation,
rnslon. -hoiiK but I know lhat to send the bill bar V
the Hou.e with the custom house appropriations it
will endanger its final pas*aie. I shall, therefore,
constraint, if the Senate umend the amendment in
w.v to vote against the amendment ot Ihe commit
I thonirbt-and the Committee on Vinsnce when l
considered this amendment, thought.it stood upon arrground from the propostt.ou of the senator
Vlntne and from other appropriations of ihe same nat
The eoveram. al will lose nothing if it done not reb
,h. custom-house at I'oilland. except the necessaryoccasioned by^delay , but ... the San F.annseoee.
we leave things s. they now stsnd, .he government

this risk: Asthe law uow standi, the *e":r*'ur?,.u.(*o on hi id build a custom-bouse on a lot, the title 0
which is uncertain, thus Raiding a Urge
money Besides that, in order to make use of the mate-
rials fur which contracts hatte been made, and
to prevent the payment of damages to the contractur.it w
necessary to provide some means by which this "'^lerl*may be used, or some authority by which tbe Beer y
of the Treasury may settle with their owner.. Unless
we paM thin provision, the Secretary, according to the
powers mow vested in him, and the duties bow
upon him. must go on with the building on ithis lot and
use the materials; or if he should think he I'*1'power to suspend the building, we should certainly be ex
posed to damages which would be claimed by «he co i-
traciors. because the materials were ready. aud bad i ot
been used Here was a case for which we thought some
legislation was necessary. Here were difficulT-rtS'Swe had to meet in this case, and which did not «u se i

regard to any of the other custom houses We thought,theretore, we could venture to put in this without bring
ing up the whole question of the custom-houiie appropri¬
ations; but if It does bring up that question-.! IheJSen-
a<« amend the amendment by putting on other custom
hons. s.we shall be forced to vote against our own
Amendment, because we know that that question, if con
nected with this bill, will endanger it in tbe House
Representatives

.Mr WALKER. Mr. President, according to the ex-
lanation given by the honorable senator from Virginia,
think there is something singular and obiectionable in

the appropriation now proposed to be made. He says
an appropriation was made for the building of a co»tom-
house in San Francisco on a lot which the government
claimed and thought it owned ; but that alter .1 had gone
so far as to expend some $60,000 to prepare the lot to re¬
ceive the building, the State of California came forward
with what, up to that time, wau a latent claim, and as-
.erteil title to the lot, and now sets up this claim against
the claim ot the United States It is singular, indeed,
that such a claim should not have been discovered before
the expenditure of so l.»r^. a sum of money. It is «
that the State in which that city is located should have
remained.quiet, knowing her r^hts, and permitted t it

government to go on and make this expenditure, and
make no development in regard to her title or her claim
prior tothu time when it was presented. It seems, too.
that the Secretary of the Treasury has interceded and en¬
deavored lo obtain a surrender Irom California of her
title to this lot, in order that the government may go on
and complete the custom house there ; but California de¬
clines to do this, and now the United Mate* are about to
be subjected lo gteat loss, unless another place lor a
custom-house can be found, and an appropriation made

'"sill I do not like this. 1 do not know how the Senate
mav leel, but it looks to me rather extraordinary tha
now, alter the expenditure of W00 upon a piece of
property, to which our title ha* failed, we should be
called upon to make an appropriation to purchase another
site and go on ugain witti the erection ot a custom house
at anottrioca'uou. What assurance are we to have
ihat we shall ever get for this purpose a piece of propertylo which the,e is a clear title r There » no provision
made in this bill that the officers of the government shall
be satisfied as to the peifectness of the title before they
make another commencement with this boilding_ ror
aught we know, we may expend #90,000 Bore, and Call
lornia may then come forward to claim that site, and we
?ball have to be continually running over San Francisco.,and making appropriation after appropriation '°f the ben¬
efit and improvement of lots in that city, without
novernment deriving any benefit from it.

,

I think myself, sir. that this is a matter which ought
not to be included in the deficiency bill I think, under
all tbe circumstances, that there is much less merit in it
than in the Portland case, and that it had better be
dropped ; and we should have some time lo consider the
question, on one of the more general appropriation bills,
before we vole lor it.
The senator from Virginia does not offer us any t,i-

dence or any explanation of what right California ha
to this property. We do not know at present but that
her claim was a mere pretence. 1 doubt very much wb«il>-
er the senators from California know anything about it.
fhev have not explain d the matter to us a« yet, and 1
think that we are asked to shift our ground in relation to
lt rather too suddenly, and that we ought to have a little
more time to consider what we are doing. I do not
know that ihe senator from Virginia is prepared to make
it manifest to tbe Senate that the government of the Uni-
ted Mates has been led into the expenditure of #90,000 ou
a California lot to which it had uci title, that it is a cleat
loss, that the amount is to go to the benefit of the . late,
and that we are to Jeiive no advantage from it. And
uerbaps he is able lo prove to us Ihat we ate helpless, that
we are now to turn round and reappropriate the money,
buy another site, and expend #90.0«0 over M«m, before
the government cm net a custom bou-e in California
Mr FESSEN DEN- I wish to say a few words, Mr.

Pre.ident.i>n the subject of the custom-house in Fort-
laiul Maine, in order that »enaior« may understand ihe
propriety and necessity of adopting tha amendment pro¬
posed by my colleague. A law >ears ago the govern¬
ment bought of tbe my of Portland a very large (though
not too large) and elegant building, which had been erect¬
ed bv the city in a place which was most convenient toaecJnmodate a.l the business of the general govem-

The building was bought at a very rea-onabie
rat. It was a substantial and permanent stone building,
and accommodated not only the custom-house but the
,K)-t office and judicial rourts ot the United Metes. A
lew mon'hs ago thst building was burnt The conse
iiuerica has been ihat the customs are very badly accom
modeled at a time when the business of the cily ot rori-
land is very largely increasing every day in couaeijuencejof its liaviug been recently ma e the terminus of a very
extensive tail road lo the ttiilish provinces, and having
also become a port where British steamer, enter ouce a
futla ghl Proin these causes its busine«s is verj Urgel>
increased from what it was, or what it was anticipated to
be al the lime the building was purchase I

In consequence of th- destruction ot lbs building byj fire, the government is left in jsmsession of a lot in II'central position; the viry be»l which can be selected toI accommodate ihe custom-housc, the post o fie, an, t n
courts. It lies there vacant. Any one must see thai it
wilt be bm.t upon again, and that at a vety early period
Consequently. ««rjr day we lose .s a loss to the g ivern-
ment it-«lf. in reference to thai matter Ihe reiuilt ,ias
been t¦.a' the building now occnpifd aa a custom-house
is in one psr: ol the < UV, and tbat not a convenient place,

.an buildings are hired fur a post office in another tjoi-t.on. and lor ihe judicial courts in another; and all olI Iheui are vety small, iaoonvenienl, and temporary, ex¬posing ibe officers ol tbe government to great inrnnve
nience, and the government to pay high rents in order to
obtain ihese miserable accommodations

»«,,Now.sir.it is r> anilest.nobody disputes the fact-
that as soon as possible this lot of land in I orlland.P which is so beautifully situated for the purpose, most be
buill upon again, in order to aecommodete the la'eji and
increasing business of ihe govt inmentat thst |>oit. I hen.litis only s questi'i of Urn- 'or the consul, ration of Con
zress. whether wl.ole year shall be lost in reference to
that matter, wl sthei a me.re question ol form in regardUo what pit tic'ilar bill this appropriati n shall go into,I, ball defeat tbe r real object

I do not i.gree wi'h t»>" honorable senator from Vir-
¦ mis uia< tne stneiidiuei.. ol my colleague musl nec essa

rily peril tne bill ... th. House if u be adopted "I his is
a very peculiar case I .fder.tand that the amendment
proposed in re'srenee to the ctnlom-hon«e at Min hrsn-
csco is an amendment presented here by the Committee
'oo Finance, a'id the bill musf go to the House of Repre^ssn'anves again in order to have our amendments acted
upon It the amendment proposed by my colleague, with
reference to the custom-house in Portland, is to endangerIhe bill 111 any way, 1 do not see why it will not be
much in dsnger by the amendment proposed by the Com¬
mittee on Ftnasce The case winch my colleattne and
myself present is certainly as strong a case as that pro-po«ed lo be provided for » y the committee The officers
of the government in Portland *re »a,o««l to great in-
convenience They are very hadly accximmodaied, or, I
should rather say. not accommiMlated at all. The cm-
7fu» ate very badly accommodated There is a loss toI the government in Ihe wa> ol rents, and, in almoal everyparucular. The only ques'ioa ihen is whether, through
a mere matter ol foim.as lo whether it shall go into one
hill or another, the appropriation shall be deferred to a fu¬
ture time, when Ihe amendment ol the com on it tee seems
to be of a no more uigenl character than that which is
proposed by my colleague.

Since I hsve been here I have not pressed this maHer,
although il bee been pre«smg upon me. for the reeson
that I >tnl not understand exactly in what shape it was to
be brought forward and it did not occur to me. or to mycollesgne, probably, lo present it until we sew the amend¬
ment in le'lerence to the custom-house at San Francisco
proposed to be put into ibis bill. On inquiring into the
reasons for thst sppropnation, we find that they sre no
strongsr than those lor the appropriation lor which we
ask il as strong There is a large business transacted
at the port of Portland; there is a great want of a. com
modation for the government htisiness there; and, owing
to a casualty. Ihe building which was used for the pur-

poet-has been destroyed There ia no question ui>ou the
mind of any one that the mailer must be, and, for the
good of the government, ought lo be, attended to aa ooon
U pomWe

Under theae circuiustaiicea, if the amendment proposed
by the cowuiiiltee he adopted, why should not this go
with it r I certainly cannot believe that, under auch or-
cumalancea, this amendment would lead to the defeat of
the bill in the House of Representatives, when it must be
apparent to tie mind of every member of that Houae that
it ia not anew thing, but ia merely to make up an actual
deficiency ol the strongest character ( to provide for a
most pressing necessity ; to erect a building in lieu of
one which ha* been burnt, in a place where a large reve¬
nue ia collected, to accommodate not only the custom¬
house, but alau the | jut office and the United States
courts for the whole uiMrict of Maine. There are now,
in fact, no accommodations for tlieae purposes ; and shall
things remain in this wuy, and a whole year be lost, on
aciount of a mere question of form? I do not suppose
that the efil which the senator from Virginia aeems to
apprehend would follow from the adoption of the amend¬
ment el m) colleague. I think the Houae of Representa¬
tives will be satiatied. alter hearing the explanations
which can be given to them by geutleinen there who are
pefectly competent and ready to give them. At any late,
1 think that we present as strong a claim as is presented
by the senator in reference to the proposed amendment
lor fralcisco I hype, therefore, the Senate will
consent that Tile amendment proposed by my cnllpumie to
the amendment of the commiltee shall be adopted, be-
cause time is of very great consequence, and I do not
see that any evil results will follow from it.
Mr. PET 1 IT. Mr President, 1 believe that if this

amendment would have the effect which the senator from
Virginia f^upposes, 1 should vote for it.that is, if it
should have the effect of killing the bill. I am opposed
upon principle to all these bills. I have nothing to say
as to the details or specific items included in this or any
other bill of this nature; but 1 can conceive of no propri-
ety, no! to say no authority under the constitution, to pass
deficiency bills. I understand that they are passed to ap¬
propriate money ou :il the treasury to cover up money
which has been taken from the treasury during the year,
in violation of law. The constitution expressly provides,
tit so many words, that "no money shall be drawn from
the treasury but in consequence of appropriations made
by law." Now, why a bill is named u deficiency bill I
do not know, and cannot conceive, unlesii.it is to do
precisely what I have supposed.that is, to cover up mo¬
neys which have been already expended, upon which a
lawless or v. anion hand has been placed in the treasury,
and thence abstracted or removed.perhaps for proper
purposes, as may have been .onsidered, and with no de¬
sign to embezzle. 1 do not charge that; hut I hold that
it is the business of the Congress of the United States to
estimate, or at least to appropriate, the entire amount of
money which can be expended for a year, arid no emer¬

gency whatever can justify any executive officer in put¬
ting his hand into the treasury, and expending more mo¬
ney than is appropriated tor a parpose lor which money
has been appropriated, or for any new, or distinct, or sep¬
arate purpose Whatever.

If the public aervice suffers by the non-appropriation
i f sufficient lunda to carry on the whole operations and
discbarge the demands and exigencies of the government,
let the responsibility fall where it ought to fall We
alone have power to control the public treasury ; but il
we do not guard a vigilantly upon the one hand, and
upon the other expend it as liberally aa the interests and
demands of tbe people ot the country require, «ve are 10
be censured. 1 he censure should fall here, where tbe
constitution has placed the control ot tbe moneys ol the
country.Sir, 1 do not say that I shall not vote Una year for a de¬
ficiency bill, but I do aay tfaat 1 will not vote for such a
bill any jear herealter. When a new administration

'cornea in, and baa only to expend that which a former
and outgoing administration has estimated for, and which
has been appropriated, there may be aom« seeming apol¬
ogy for the use of more money than an administrate
just going out of power, and wishing to show a vety
clean balance sheet, and an economical disposition of the
public money, has been willing to estimate, and have ap¬
propriated I aay, there may be an apology in auch a
case; hut it is a miserable apology which can justify a
direct violation of the constitution for any purpose what-
ever I give notice now to the present administration
that they must, so lar as 1 am concerned, make estimates
enough for this jear, and 1 will vote for them all I will
vote liberally lor all they estimate for the coming year's
expenditure, but next year they must not aak me to vote
for a deficiency bill, unless tbey can show that there has
been some gieat, and absolute, and overpowering neces
aity, such as that tbe army or navy were required to be
concentrated at a particular point, to give defence, where
it c->old not Lave been anticipated, or any estimate made
(or it. Then law gives way before necessity ; but, in the
ordinary course of the transactions of this government
in times ot peace, there is no reason why we should not
control the purse strings, and make, in advance, all the
appropriations which are required.

Hut senators will say that ihe appropriations in these
bills are not all lor moneys which have been expended
as, for instance, in this case, it )a proposed to make a di-
lect and original appropriation lor a custom-house in

Maine, and another in California They may be neces-
sary 1 do not say that they are not needed I do not know
that there are any contracts out for either of them, but 1
think it not improbable that there are assurancea or even
contracts out Tor the construction of these works if tbe
money has not already been taken from the treasury for
them But admitting that these are naw and original
works, that no money has been Ukeu from the treasury
whatever lor iht , that they have not been commenced
under an approb ation of *1.000, $2,000. or #0,000 or
of any other sum, made .aa sufficient in the judgment of
Congri ss to carry them on. and that the department has
not gone on involving the government mas much more
money, expending it during the reces«, and asking us
now lo c ne in and f >ver it up, while the*, may he origi¬
nal propositions, and, as such, proper enough, (lor we
have entire jurisdiction over them,) yet it is not pretend¬
ed that there are not some provisions in this bill lo cov¬
er up moneys already eai«ndci, already aubtracted from
toe ti.-asury, and which the government would have aa

are bound o appropriate and make good.
hold, ilir.t it is as palpal: le a violation f the consti

u>ion for any Ueparmeut of this government to make a
ooairact for ihe purchase <4 property, or the erection of
.t ""in nr. or otLerwisu to involve the government
Which shall require an after-appropriation here, as it is
to take the money direc.tly out of tbe treasury, and con¬
summate the contract at once, ami aak ua to cover it on
after wards.

'

It will be said that we are not obliged to vote the
money; that one of our Secretanee may buy a site for a
custom house, and g > on with t'ie work, and, if you
please, spend millions of money, and say he had made a
contract stipulating that, if Congress would appropriate
the money, it should he all right. Every one knows in
what condition we are placed when we come here and

*qch * contract before us Those who have clsims
upon oe besiege us to death, and they say we are in hon¬
or bound, we are in duly hound lo pay; that the work
has been performed, ami the material furnished, the deeds
for the land given, and that we cannot shiink from the
rt*iion*ibiIily of nuking the Mppropnation.

lins system is wrong from iteginning io end. When
and where did ,1 f |, Wllh .,tiww
ministrations, those who wished to hold out a la r exte-
n«<r lo the public, and dared not say how much money
their own interests and exigencies demanded. because n
counted up in large sums hir, I never was af-ai.l. and
never shall be alrsnl, to say to Ihe |«opJe, .« You cannot
get the advantages, the blessings. Jnd'thi pinion of
th s great government w, tiout taxing \oii«elv»s. and
freely spending your money." It i. ihe better policy al-
way s to go at once to the people, and say, .. It is nece.sarv
to expend so much money; this government .
n insurance company to youj it protects your persons

Mnd property from harm; protects your reputation, your
aliooal character, your honor, and everything which is
ear to you as a people, and you must pay the premium
n.'e Say what it . once, deal fairly with the pao-
ile, let there l.e no hiding, no hood-wmkuig lelihere
" no " Wa will administer your government
or so many millions of money," and then, before the
nil ol the year, fasten upon tl.em the means by which
hey will have io cover up the difference ten times over

am opposed, on prim de. to all these deficiency hills;
whTeT". ' ' W>" f"r ,h'"' " w,n b" '».' <>"'

s lali vote, whether I sit here for a longer or
shorter period.
Mr M'NTKK Mr President, the senator from In

Wl" flr"'' >' .>* will examine this hill, ihal ita ap
opriationa are mainly, not tor money which has been
xpended Wilho.it authority ol law. but to meet propos,
on* rom thf* rfppartmentu to he allowed to eirprnd mom
'i »«\ an tney wpre allowed to expend undr former
>jsr<»§>ri*i»< n*. tor instance, thf»re »* a cane of ihiAaorl

u« "."[..W'foprialion of #1.000 for expenditures m
r I lurk Hawk war I here was an np|iropriation for
e purpos.' before, hut it has passed lo the sarplus fnad
line that lime claims have eome in which are balieved
be good, bill the proper department could not i>»y
em, because there waa no appropriation applicable to

the purpose It asks now lo be allowed lo psy lheui,and
we accordingly propose lo give (be authority to do so
There is no violation of law on the pail of the depart-
iiii-nl Thin claim must be provided for in some way ;and how is it to be provided for I Why, in a deficiencybill. Then there is an appropriation to pay the expensedof the Cuvuee war in Oregon.
Mr. CKTI'lT. I will say lo the senator that these

are, no doubt, a number of appropriations which are
original and proper appropriations, but the greater por¬tion of this bill is to cover up money which has alreadybeen used from the treasury. I ask the senator if that is
not so (

Mr. HUNTKR I think not. The senator will bud,if he will examine it, that there are very few cases in
which any money has been expended, for which we are
asked toinake appropriation here. There have been ob¬
ligations incurred in some ca^s ; for instance, the vx-
ploration of the route across the unknown country be
tween the Mississippi and the Pacific in the high northern
regions, turned out lo be more expensive than Governor
Steve tie supposed After he got involved in thai country,ihe necessity of the case required him to ex|>end some¬
thing more than he had, or lo incur liabilities lu a greater
a mount than the existing appropriation would authorize.
There may be a c;,«e ol that sort here and there, but it
will be found ihut there are few such cases in this bill,
and where tbey occur, they are generally for .;mall
amounts, and in regard to expenses which could not have
been readily foreseen. These are deficiencies which
must occur under any aad every administration There
is no amount ol foresight or experience which will ena¬
ble an administration to prevent the occurrence of such
cases 1 shall be told, perhaps, that they ought to esti¬
mate to meet all these contingencies. If they did, and
we were to make the appropriations accordingly, it would
h.well the general appropriation bills to inordinate bounds.
It is lar better, in order that we may keep some bom of
proportion between the appropriations and what we be¬
lieve to be legitimate expenses, that we should only ap¬propriate as the necessity for expenditure is proved to
exist.
Now, sir, when we are making appropriations for the

next fiscal year, can we perceive all the exigencies which
will arise, or the calls winch may exist lor public money,in order to men; Ihe wants of the public service i We
cannot. vVe appropriate for all which will probablyarise; all that we can foresee. In the progress of the
fiscal year it frequently turns out that if a little more had
been appropriated to one head we could have performed
some important public service, and that there will be a
saving of money, as well as a general advantage, to the
government, to appropriate it in a deficiency bill lo the
service of that year, instead of waiting for another year,and postponing the public work and the public service,
whatever may be iU character, until that succeeding
year. In such a caseu deficiency bill is entirely proper.I think, il the senator will look into the hintorv of our
past legislation, he will find that there has scarcely been
a >ear for the last forty when there have not been two
appropriation bills passed at every session. It is true we
have liad different names for them Bef re the alteration
of lite fiscal year, which I think occurred some ten years
ago, changing its commencement from January to July,
one bill was passed very early, called a temporary bill, to
meet the temporary emergencies; but then there was a
general bill passed alterwards. When we changed the
fiscal year, throwing Ihe appropriations so far ahead, we
had two bills. The first was Ihe general bill providingfor all the probabilities that we saw in existence The
next we called a deficiency bill, which was to provide for
contingencies which had not been foreseen, but had been
developed in the course of the fiscal year.1 do not believe there is a single case in this bill.if
ihete i« I do not now recollect it.in which we nropoee to
appropriate money to carry oat contracts which have been
maiie beyond authority given by law All Ihe appropria¬tion*, with some very lew exceptions, are to meel con¬
tingencies which were not foreseen, and which have
arisen in the course of the progress of this fiscal >ear;
and being so, it seems to me that il is legitimate and
proper lo make api>ropri»tioiis for them
So much lor Ihe general objections to any deficiencybill I come now to the objection which has been sug¬gested by the senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Walk**] lo

tins amendment ol the committee, lie seeins to think
that this is a provision to meet the wants of California
II in a provision, as I understand it, to protect Ihe govern¬
ment against what we believe to be improper demands on
the pail ol ihe Male of California II is a provision de¬
signed to place ihe government in a position in which it
can make provision for its public officers, without being
lorced lo pay Ihe sum which we believe lo be unjustlydemanded by the Slate of California to obtain a perfecttitle to this lot In order that we may make provision,
without yielding in tliis point, in regard to which we are
not willing to yield, we propose lo allow the Secretary to
boy a sit* elsewhere; (hat is the whole propositionHut Ihe senator wants lo know how it is that this
money was expended ui>on this lot with an uncertain
title It was noi expended until Ihe former AttorneyGeneral had given an opinion pronouncing the lille, m
his estimation, lo be good; bul after the work was com¬
menced it was suggested that there were double upon it;
and I believe ihe present Attorney General thought there
was so much doubt in regard to it as lo make ii proper and
l*>lilie lo withhold any lortherexpenditureof money upon
that lo*. The difficulty in the case arises out of adecisiou
made in Alabama, that lands reclaimed from the sea or from
rivers, which hail been covered by water, belong to the
State; and it is under lhat derision, I believe, lliat Ihe
Stateof California claims this lot. Whether the claim
be rightlal or not I do no' now pretend to say. I believe
the weight of opinion is against her; bul still it Is
though! that ihe tills is sufficiently doubtful to make il
improper ami impolitic to go on with further expendituies
upon it until Ihe matter is settled Thai is the whole
case

So lar, loo, as economy was concerned, it we* thought
to be better to go on with Ihe completion of tins building
than to give these enormous rentf.from $130,000 to #110,-
000 |>ei ai num I' was believed this case differed from
the other cv«,-s. I hi« appropriation was not designedmerely lo ba«(en a public work (hat was necessary for
.he public service, bul was designed to protect the United
States against improper demand- and to save the govsrn
merit from losses which might o< cor if we w»r« lo go on
building upon this lot, winch perhaps we might be re¬
quired lo no under the existing la-vs, or else pay damigee
to the contractor
Now in regaid lo the custom house in M»tne I do not

mean lo dispute the propriety or the necessity ol spp-opri-
ating the proposed amottn( for such a purpose al (he proper
lime But K seems (o me (o stand (ipon a very didsrent
ground from this appropriation proposed by the committee
It stands upon the same ground with any othei demand
lor a custom house elsewhere. I oppose it because I
know that if we agree to this appropriation w* will have
lo agree lo others And if the amendment proposed by
Ihe Committee on Finance should be amended by adding an
appropriation for any other custom-house, I shall fesl con
strained to vole against it, because believe from what has
happened already, lhat it would endanger Ihe bill in the
House if Representatives Why, sir, all are aware of (be
fact that it did once defeat the deficiency bill in Ihe other
house, and it only was l*u»ed afier separating it from all
consideiation* connected with these public buildings And
1 am un will org to add such propositions as Ibis.^o obnox-
ions lo the House ol Keprreentaim s, whether that body
was reasonable or unreasonable in entertaining such objec
twins. 1 desire lo provide tor Ihe wants of Ihe gove;n-
u.eut; I desire to provide lor tfceni quickly, because
otherwise this deficiency bill wmild be useless to meet
the wnnts of ihe government during ihe present fiscal
year And on lhal account I am disposed to put aside
all this coulrovetied matter. I cannot perhaps demon¬
strate to ihe satisfaction of the senator from Maine [Mr.
Pesscndem] With positive certainty arid absolute precis¬
ion lhat the addition of this custom house would defeat
the bill in the House of Representatives That is a mai¬
ler ol judgment. a matter of opinion. Hut I have been
informed by those best acquainted with the temper of Ihe
House ot Representatives thst such is their feeling, and
it is in deference to tha( opinion that I have determined,
so lar a- I can, to keep off these appropriations from (his
bill I may be mistaken, bul I do not think 1 am I
believe, if we should attach appropriations fur custom-
houses to (his bill.I feel very sure, we will lose il in the
House of R presentatrree.
Mr SHIKU)S I should like to ask ihe honorable)

senator from Virginia, the chairman ol the Committee on
Finance, [Mr Hitbtkb.] what is the whole amount of
appropriations in (his bill, amendments and all I

Mr. HUNTKR If (he Senale agree to Ihe amend¬
ments proposed by the Committee on Finance, the whole
amount ol appropriations will be a little over two mil¬
lions ol dollars
Mr SHIELDS. W ill the sena(or be kind enough to

inform me and (he Senate how much the Commiltee on
Finance proposes to add (o Ihe original bill!
Mr HUNTKR I Ihink beiween anil #"00,-

000
Mr FKS8KNDKN. I would like (o ask Cie sens'oi

Iroin Virginia il there is any other case of a custom
house which has been burned down, which accommo¬
dated ihe public officers, as was the case with ihe one in
Portland, Mame ?

Mr. HUN 1ER 1 do not know o( aiiy othtr case of a
cuatoin-house having been destroyed But there we
doubtless othei cases which, in the opinion ol their
friend*, are considered quite as preaaing and meritorioua
a. the one in Portland. as the Senate will find if that is
added to thin bill.

, . ..
_ _._i.Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am inclined vary much

to concur in opinion with the honorable senator from n-
diana [Mr Pxrrir] in relation to thw and all other atm-
ilarh.Ua. I have not been here very long; but I hm
never fceen here a seaaion that we did not MRI * at-
(icieucy bill before us for consideration. I will pot aay
that they ate palpably in violation of the cooatitutlon ,

hut this much I do say. that there are a great many items
in thin bill which are in violation of the spirit and inten¬
tion of the constitution. The constitution declares mat
no money shall he drawn from the tieaaury except by
order of law Now, there are various item* of appropri¬
ation in thm bill proposing to pay for money
expended. It may not actually ha?e been taken out or
the treasury and paid to the contiactor or agent; but the
fact it, palpable that the government owes the money, U
it has not been paid, ana we aie placed in a position
where we must either repudiate the debt, which wouul
he a dishonor which no aenaior would consent to loi *
iiiomenl, or we must make an appropriation for the
money already expended or promised. Now, that is in
. iolation of the spirit of the constitution, to aay the least
°
But that is not the only objection I have to thia bill.

There ait one of 'bre* things winch I thiuk are aelf-
evident: first, that the departments which santintnw
estimates here were very inadequate to the performance
of their duties, and sent them in too low ; or» secondly,
ihat the Congress of the United States, in the exercise 01
ttiat power which they have.a sort of parsimonious
iiov. i-r.in order to make polities' capital at home, re¬
duced the estimates, and thereby forced upon the ile-
purtmenta the necessity of expending ino..ev not appro¬
priated by law ; or, thirdly, there is a palpable violation
of the spirit and intention ol the iinatitution by the de¬
partments Now, I think my whole history here, short
as it is, will demonstrate one thing.and that is, that 1
have never been found wanting in the spirit of liberal¬
ity. If I have any sin to answer for, it is that of profli¬
gacy, both personal and general. 1 believe I vote for al¬
most every appropriation that is asked for, and 1am not
afraid to vote away the public money ; 1 am willing to
vote it whenever it is necessary, or has even the sem¬
blance of necessity I want every man, as I will do my-.»elf, to do it upon his own responsibility before the coun-
ry 1 am not willing that any detriment of thia gov¬
ernment shall spend the public money, and then turn
upon me, without consulting me at all, without permit¬
ting me to judge of the matter, giving me only the alter¬
native to pay the money or repudiate ; and i would payit if it were four times the amount asked for, rather man
repudiate a single dollar. But the departments now
force upon us the alternative either to repudiate their
contracts or pay their debts, without giving ua either
time or opportunity to consider th? matter: we muat
eithei pay or repudiate ; and 1 am not willing to continue
thia thing.

. , , , ,¦ _As for myself, I concur with the aeuator from Indiana,
that this is the last deuciency bill ihat I shall vote for. 1
may vote for some deficiencies of a character that could
not have been foreseen But the deficiency in thia bill
running through every department of the government,
salaries and offices, could have been foreseen, and here¬
after 1 do not think I shall vote for any such bill. Do
you not remember the close of the last seaaion of
gress > I know the distinguished chairman of the Com¬
mittee on Finance remembera it well, when the estimates
came here from the departments to one or the other branch
of Congress.I will not say which, for the rules forbid
me to speak of the other braach of Congreaa.those eati-
mates lor the expenses of the government were cut down
10 the lowest point. We know that fact. They were cut
down in order to make political capital at home for the
next Congress, when they could raiae the hue and cry
aboui the profligacy ol others, and point to their votes ..
to show that they were peculiarly the guardians of the
treasury of the country. In that way many of theaa defi¬
ciencies have been caused, and now you and I are called
upon to support and sustain men in each a spirit of
demagoguiain as that. As for myself. I am tired of it.
Make your estimates; make them large enough in U»e
first place ; make them even double if yoa Pl<Me« an. 1
will vote lor them. But do not cut down the estimates
below their proper amount for the expenses Of Iba gov¬ernment, so that the departments may tarn roana ttthe
next session ol Congress, and say, here la a deficiency;
you must pay it or else repudiate the debts of the govern¬
ment I ibink such a course aa that ia unjust lo the Con¬
gress of the Unite,1 States i think we can, and ought
to arrest it, and there is no better time for doing so than

"The distinguished and honorable senator from Virginia
[Mr. Hunteb] sajs ihat it has been the custom for
thirty or forty year* pasi lo have these .eficisncy bills
Now, this tbmg of age, and ho'dmt it up mttrrorem over
us here, is an argument I do not like 1 am tired of it.
1 his same aigument was made Were a few weeks ago in
reference lo Hie Missouri Compromise We were told mat
we should not touch ihat sacred thing, because it was
mors than thirty jears old And now we are told we
should not arrest an abusj in the govt rnmeut, because it
hss been rarried on for thirty or lorty years sir, il it be
an ahusv, let us arrest it. t his is an age of progress.
1 do not in an "young Americanism" progress, but I
mean the progress of reason and commtMi sense, and
proper responsibility. Let every man bear hia own re¬
sponsibility ; I am willing to bear miue. Make yourea-
timatea large enough to covr jour expenditure*, and let
us, like men, come up and v.. <- tor them I shall vote for
this bill, ecause it i« for debts contracted; but hereafter
I shall never vote lor ano'h*r general deficiency bill.
Mr HAMLIN The *entlfcman from Tennessee [Mr.

Jones] tells us that, while he ha- been here, he has al¬
ways found that a deficiency bill has been reported at
every session That is true; anil if he should remain
here until the day of h s death, I doubt not he will find
annually a deficiency bill reported ; and I think tin oc-
rations which call for these deficiency bills hav« been
well it forth by the chairman of the Committee on r i-

nance, [Mr Hihter J There are always unforeseen
expenditures which arc required dumg the year.anil
which cannot be prodded for in the annual general ap¬
propriation hills There are expendltnres which wise
and sound .conoiny requires should be made, and
are made during the year, although they are not provided
for in the annual appropriation bills. Now, the senator
from Tennessee himself aays i .at it may not N the fault
of the officers of ihe government, but the fault of another
class of individuals Yet he avows his purpose never
hereafter to vote for another deficiency bill, notwithstand¬
ing the sums appropriated may he due to honest worlr-
m-n.to individuals who have entered into contracts with
the government, wno have fauhlully discharged their
contractu, and who have lairly und honestlv villimoney; and in consequence ol the course which hs been
taken by certain other individuals, these appropriations25 not to he made even to pay that class of government
liabilities Now, such liabilities will always occur, and
such liabilities will always be pai

.Hut it is not my object to enter into'he discussion of
this matter.into the discussion of the W°Pr.>*lS' l^"deficiency bill, or the circumstances and necessities which
require it. Hut it was my purpose to snswer ihe dec!,-
ration made by thesenstor from Indiana, [Mr. I armr].
bv far too broad, and one which I feel may, unintention-
,11 y upon the part of that seiator. do injuet.wlo the
Secretary ol the Treasury. He avows hia belief that the
exi*nd>ture» to he mel by these appropriations, or a great
portion of them, are not only without law, but in direct

VI r PET TIT I certainly did not intend to cast any
aapersious or reflections upon the Secretary of the Treas¬
ury I spoke of the general policy of the government
1 is well known thst I entertain the kindest feelings
t iwauls the Secretary of theTreaaury. and every other
< fficer of the administration.
Mr HAMLIN. I said such an implication might be

drawn from what the honorable senator said. I do not
.uppose that he designed to make any charge against the
Secretary of the Treasury: far from it. nut he msde a
teneral declaration, and illustrated it by a reference to
the expenditures made in the erection of government
buildings; snd it is well knovn that these aovernment
buildings are mainly in charge ol the Secretary of Iba
Treasury Now. lei me say lo the Sens-e. ami to taa
senator from Indiana.and I think I am j»i«tiA*« »n T
ing it.that th» Treasury Department m, nowngle to-
atance has departed one solitary line from thehmi ations
and provisions of law in relation to the erection o( public

"f'KTTlT. I am very glad to hear it
Mr HAMLIN But they have done this, anillit waa

heir boundeH duly, as wis* snd prudent public o«eers,
in do this when they have found, after an actual survey
and estimate, that the appropriation for the erection ol a
public building was. in their judgment, inadequate, they
h**i> msde s contract coming within the limitation and
provision of the law : and then they have added to that
contract another qualification, that if Congreaa should
mr* fit to mske an additional appropriation for the pnrposs
of making the building what it abould b«, then the Traa^


